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The following brief quotation about the history of the Reading Art Association was extracted from the
25th anniversary Spring Show program.

In the fall of 1959, a group of artists met at the home of Elizabeth Lautzenheiser, and the Reading
Art Association was born. Located at convenient distance north of Boston, and only a 45­minute
drive from the Cape Ann artist colonies Reading had even then a solid nucleus of Professional
Artists and a strong tradition of interest in Art and Crafts.

For many years a group of citizens called the Village Associates had exhibited Antiques, paintings,
and Crafts, in Reading. After a particularly successful outdoor show, the Artists were so
encouraged by the response of the public that they began to plan an organization for Painters and
Sculptors.

The group's purpose at its inception was to promote and foster the Arts in Reading, and the
decision was made that the organization would be open to all interested in Art. Therefore, they
rejected the exclusive system of juried membership.

Eventually a formal charter was drawn up with a statement of the aims of the group by Mrs.
Lautzenheiser and signed by all 17 charter members: Tad Klodnicki, Mary Herrick, Janet Ullrich,
Barbara Herrick, Doris Driscoll, John Bernard, Arthur C. Knapp, Arthur E. Knapp, Robert
Cowan, Katherine Brown, Charlotte Brown, Fred Peters, Ellen Nelson, Nathalie Nordstrand,
Dorothy Somers, Barbara Blanchard, and James Russell.

The 1958 ­ 1959 season was the first season for the Reading Art Association, beginning our public
exhibits with the 1959 Spring Festival on the Common. Therefore, we are celebrating our 60th
anniversary season with the 2018 ­ 2019 season.

In celebration of our long history, this book presents some of the many events and shows of the
Reading Art Association through news clippings and photographs. It is dedicated to the 17 Charter
Members and all of the subsequent members, whose hard work has made this organization thrive for
60 years.
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There were 17 charter members who signed the original charter in 1959.

• Tad Klodnicki
• Mary Herrick
• Janet Ullrich
• Barbara Herrick
• Doris Driscoll
• John Bernard
• Arthur C. Knapp
• Arthur E. Knapp
• Robert Cowan
• Katherine Brown
• Charlotte Brown
• Fred Peters
• Ellen Nelson
• Nathalie Nordstrand
• Dorothy Somers
• Barbara Blanchard
• James Russell

I have attempted to find information about the original charter members by looking through the
Chronicle newspapers from back then. It turns out that Fred Peters did a Round Reading piece on
many of them. Those drawings are presented on the following pages. I also found some other
references on some of them.

Charter Members
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October 7, 1965

September 16, 1965

Fred captured several of our charter members in his Round Reading drawings.
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October 21, 1966

December 2, 1965
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June 9, 1966

April 28, 1966
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October 13, 1966

September 8, 1966
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May 5, 1958

Tad Klodnicki, a charter member of the Reading Art Association, was very active in the
Reading art scene before the creation of the RAA.
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October 30, 1958

Here is another article about Tad.

We feel that an apology is
necessary for the lousy quality of
this image... Tad truly was not
headless. However, the image
came from an ancient microfilm
copy of the newspaper, and there
is not much we could do to
improve it.

You can read about Tad's history
and philosophy in the article.
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April 16, 1970

I finally found an image of Tad where you can actually see him. As pointed out earlier, he was not
headless.
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November 27, 1958

Here is our own Nathalie Nordstrand as a young Nathalie Johnson.

She was already shaking up the world of watercolor back in 1958.

The story that went along with the photo is on the next page.
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November 27, 1958
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June 7, 1985

Barbara Blanchard was always very involved with the RAA. She and Bea MacLellan were
responsible for hanging the shows for many years.



Reading Art Association History

Copyright © Reading Art Association 201813

Fred Peters, Alice Peters, Nathalie Nordstrand

Fred Peters, Alice Peters, Nathalie Nordstrand, Arthur E. Knapp, Lorna Knapp
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Jack Troughton, Arthur E. Knapp

Arthur was always smiling
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Lorna Knapp, Arthur E. Knapp, Nathalie Nordstrand, Bob Nordstrand

Lorna Knapp, Arthur E. Knapp, Fred Peters, Alice Peters
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Ted Smethurst, Nancy Smethurst, Nathalie Nordstrand

Nathalie Nordstrand, Jack Troughton, Artur E. Knapp, Joe Leto
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Lorna Knapp, Arthur E. Knapp, Joe Leto

Evelyn Knox, Fred Peters
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We are forever indebted to our Charter Members

for their foresight in creating the Reading Art Association

2018

And then there are those other colorful members...
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December 15, 1966

Elmer Rising was not a Charter Member, but he was certainly a central figure.

January 13, 1966

As well as our Charter Members, we had some other long time, influential members over the years. Fred
did some writeups on them as well.
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November 30, 1987

Here is a photo of Elmer sitting at his drawing table. The article mentions his
book publisned in 1985

The Pen Renderings of
Elmer Rising

New England in Black and White

Only 1500 copies of the book were printed, and if you were lucky enough to snag
one, you have an exquisite book with a large number of his prints almost full size.
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August 8, 2017

Elmer Rising had a busier life than we knew. This article was published recently when he was
inducted into the Maine Baseball Hall of Fame. He was a multi­dimensional member of
RAA.

The article is continued on the next page.
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August 8, 2017
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April 8, 1976

And of course, we cannot forget Herb Perry. Herb was our local cop on the beat. He was
always helping out at RAA. When we were displaying the Spring Festival on the common,
Herb got the truck to transport all that fencing from the barn on King Street to the
common... and of course, to transport it back after the show was over.

Herb was on the Reading Police Force for so long that he eventually wore Badge Number
1, which indicated that he was the longest serving cop on the beat. Herb knew everyone in
town, and was always ready to stop and chat when you ran into him.
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January 21, 1999

One of the most interesting couples was
Fred and Fran Foy. Fred was best known as
the voice of the introduction to the Lone
Ranger radio show.

"Return with us now to those thrilling days
of yesteryear. From out of the west with the
speed of light and a hearty 'Hi­yo, Silver!'"

Several times over the years, we enlisted
Fred to make the announcements of the
award winners in the shows. His marvelous
voice and delivery provided something
special to the event.

Fran Foy, Fred's wife, displayed her playful,
mixed­media abstracts in many of our
shows. Fran also arranged an ongoing
display in the foyer of Town Hall.



Reading Art Association History

Copyright © Reading Art Association 201825

October 16, 1998

Where would we be without
Fran and Joe Nola? Fran has
been showing her floral
watercolors for years. Recently
she has returned to oil painting
with outstanding results.

We all know them as the owners
of the Artist Shoppe and
Gallerie on Main Street where
many of us bought our art
materials. If we happened by on
the right day, we could run into
some notable local artists, like
Elmer Rising or Herb Hewitt,
who had stopped by to chat.

Many times during our shows,
Joe rushed off with a damaged
painting to the Artist Shoppe
and Gallerie to fix a frame or
replace a broken glass in time to
make it into the show, all pro
bono. The success of RAA is
due to the dedication of
members like Fran and Joe.
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October 16, 1998
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February 19, 1999

Our publicity Chair, Audrey J. LaRosa, wrote this profile of Leo Lambert, whose colorful
history is now preserved for all time. If you want to see a better photo of his Green Man
sculpture, there is one in the Gallery at our web site, www.ReadingArt.org.

See next page for the writeup.
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February 19, 1999

Leo has had a very busy life, as you can see from this long article.... which is actually
continued on the next page as well.
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February 19, 1999

Here is more than you ever wanted to know about Leo.
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March 26, 1999

Another RAA member who got profiled was Carolyn Latanision, who is still painting
and teaching watercolor in her Woburn studio.
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March 26, 1999

Here is the rest of the profile of Carolyn.
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November 16, 2014

Leo Lambert, Evelyn Knox, Rosie Palmer

Grace Cherwek, Bud Knox

Of course, we cannot say enough to thank the Knox's for their many years of service to RAA.
They have done every conceivable job in the organization. They retired in 2014, so we gave
them a good sendoff at the Fall Show.
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Of course, there are many more hard working members that made RAA successful over
the years, who are too numerous to list here. So we extend a global expression of
graditude to all our members since they are the reason that Reading Art Association
flourishes.

Now, on to the history...

Our first Spring Festival on the Common was in 1959, but I could not find any reports
of that show in the newspaper. So we begin with the show in 1960.
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June 16, 1960

In June of 1960, the group was still referred to as the Village Shop Association in the paper. I guess
it took a while for the name Reading Art Association to catch on. If I am reading the history
correctly, this would have been the second Festival on the Common for the Village Associates.
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June 22, 1961

A year later, we had another well received art festival on the common. According to the
article, the citizens of the town were quite pleased with the show. The cedar fencing had
shown up at this show. We used to keep it in a barn on King Street and stake it up on the
common to hang the paintings on. It was quite a production.
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June 1, 1962

This announcement of the 1962 Outdoor Art Festival still refers to us at the "Village
Associates".
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May 23, 1963

This is the announcement of the 1963 Outdoor Art Festival and we are still the "Village
Associates".
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May 21, 1964

June 4, 1964

Announcements for the 1964 RAA Spring Festival on the Common. We are finally the
"Reading Art Association" in the newspaper. This was the fifth annual Spring Art Festival.
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June 4, 1964

We even made it into that issue's Round Reading, drawn by our own charter member, Fred Peters.
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October 8, 1964

This is the first notice that I could find for the Fall Show.

In those days, we held the Fall Show in the cafeteria of the Addison­Wesley building, which was
on the top floor of Building 6. Everyone called it "The Top of the Book". We had to get the easels
out of the closet in the Community Center, which was across the street from the Congregational
Church, then carry them over to Addison­Wesley in trucks and vans, and then take them up in the
elevator to set them up in the cafeteria. It was quite a bit of work, but worth the effort. Tearing
down the show was doing it all in reverse.

A good time was had by all.
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November 17, 1966

Elmer used to hang out at the Artist Shoppe and Gallerie on Main Street and chat
with the owners, Fran and Joe Nola. They had a special corner of the shop called
Elmer's Place where they displayed his prints.
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August 31, 1967

Finally, the Reading Art Association is formally incorporated.
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September 7, 1967

This is the schedule for the first season as Reading Art Association, Incorporated. They
do not say who the fellow in the photograph is.
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June 5, 1969

Here is the announcment of the 10th annual RAA Spring Festival. RAA enjoyed
many years of outstanding weather for our Art Festival on the common. As is
pointed out in the article, the "day of the Art Festival has always been a good day
to wash the car."
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September 4, 1969

Our 10th Season Opener.
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November 13, 1969

This is the announcement for the Fall Show in 1969,
which was still being done in the Addison­Wesley
cafeteria, "The Top of the Book".

Unfortunately, the microfilm machine seems to have
destroyed the top few lines of the article. The technology
back then was a bit limited.
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June 25, 1970

We held another successful Spring Festival on the common in June of 1970. I did not know that
Joe McCullough was a sculptor. You can learn something new every day. Joe was an avid
outdoorsman who spent a lot of time hiking in Maine. One evening during an RAA meeting at
the Community Center a huge wasp flew in through an open window. The wasp was at least 2"
long. Joe told me that it was a "Hawk Wasp". "You don't want to get stung by that one", he said.
Indeed not, Joe.
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March 7, 1975

Back in the 1970's and 1980's we had an art auction as well as the two exhibits. Here is
the announcement for the auction in 1975. Many of our excellent artists donated
paintings for the auction. Elmer Rising always had a print in the auction.
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March 7, 1975

Here is the writeup that went along with the image on the previous page. Perhaps you can
recognize many of the names. All of the funds raised at the auction went to benefit the
scholarship fund and educational programs sponsored by the Reading Art Association.
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September 6, 1978

June 6, 1979

Here is the announcement for the 1978 ­ 1979 season. That was the season where
we celebrated the 20th annual Spring Festival. You probably remember some of
the names of these very active members.

And of course, there was the cedar fencing that we put up on the common to hang the paintings
on.
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October 17, 1979

In the 1979 ­ 1980 season, the Fall Show had Claire Hughes and Bea MacLellan acting
as chairs. The shows were always hung by Bea MacLellan and Barbara Blanchard. They
were our show hanging experts, and it was best to stay out of their way.

Once again, the poor quality of the microfilm technology of the '70's has blotted out most
of the photograph.
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November 14, 1979

The Fall Show was still held in the Top of the Book, and the music was provided by the
String Quartet from the Reading Synphony Orchestra. It was a more formal event back then,
and people dressed up for the evening.
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Jun 8, 1983

The Spring Show in 1983 was rained
out, so it was held inside the Old South
Church. After many years of bright
sunshine on the common for our shows,
we had a streak of years with rainy days
to deal with.

Some years, we had the show already
hung on the fences when the rains came.
On those days, dozens of citizens would
rush in to carry the delicate paintings
into the Church to save them from the
rain.

But the show went on regardless of the
weather.

Some time around here, the town
installed a sprinkler system under the
common. After that, they would no
longer allow us to pound stakes in the
ground to hold down the fencing. At that
point we had to move the Spring Show
indoors. We eventually sold the
stockade fencing and moved on.
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November 11, 1983

The 1983 ­ 1984 season marked our 25th anniversary. The year long celebration was begun at
the 1983 Fall Show, complete with a cake.



Reading Art Association History

Copyright © Reading Art Association 201855

For the 1983 ­ 1984 season, we had a medallion struck to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of RAA. This was a key fob that was designed by our then president, Don
Norris.
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June 1, 1984

I found this article in the Chronicle
that contains a bit of RAA history.
According to the article we tried to
recruit Al Capp to do a demonstration,
but we were priced out.

Another bit of our history is explained
in the article as well. While we have
known for a while that our logo was
designed by charter member Arthur E.
Knapp, this article finally explains
how that came to be, and who the man
standing at the easel is. According to
the article, the man at the easel is John
Checuti, a watercolorist and one of our
demonstrators.
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June 4, 1984

The 25th anniversary Spring
Show was held in the old
library. That building is now
part of Town Hall. In June of
1984, the library had been
moved to its current location
on Middlesex Ave., and the old
building was vacant. It was a
really nice space for a show
with all those large windows
letting in the light.

In the bottom photo you can
barely see Gen Harkins on the
right. George and Gen Harkins
were a couple who both
painted in watercolor with very
similar styles. They were the
membership chairs back then.
Their paintings were loose,
high key watercolors. Shortly
after this show, they moved to
Florida. Until they moved, they
were very much involved with
the RAA.
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June 2, 1984

In June we celebrated the 25th anniversary of our very first Spring Festival
with a special edition of the Spring Show program. You may notice that the
medallion that we had minted for the celebration is drawn in the middle of the
ribbon.
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June 2, 1984

These were the officers during our anniversary season. You may recognize
some of the names from the old days.
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November 6, 1984

In 1984 we were still holding the Fall Exhibit and Mini Art Sale
in the Top of the Book. That was an especially nice venue for
the show because of the spectacular view out of the picture
windows on the top floor. The Addison­Wesley building was
torn down in recent years to make room for the Reading Woods
condominiums.
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November 16, 1984

Here is an article listing the ribbon winners for the Fall Show in 1984. You may recognize
some of the names from back then.
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February 14, 1989

For the 30th anniversary Spring Show we had moved into the Congretational Church, where
we still display the show today.

You may notice from the photograph that there were no real people in the RAA back then, just
silhouettes of people.
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February 14, 1989

On the other hand, I was pawing through some musty old papers that we found in the closet in the
Congregational Church, and I found the original photograph that was used for the writeup on the
previous page.

This is much better I think, wouldn't you agree?



Reading Art Association History

Copyright © Reading Art Association 201864

November 28, 1989

Here is an article about our Fall Show in
1989. After many years of putting the Fall
Show up at Addison­Wesley, this one was
done at the Coolidge Middle school.

Luke Volpe was President, and Grace was
running the show. Grace is still chair of
the Fall Show, and the Spring Show as
well. Grace and Evelyn Knox ran both of
the shows until Evelyn retired in 2014.
Since then, Grace has been doing that
work by herself.

In the bottom photo you can see George
and Jean Rainville. George was the
President of RAA during our 40th
anniversary celebration.
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September 8, 1993

September of 1993 was the
beginning of our 35th
season. The Spring Show
during this season would be
the 35th Spring Show. This
announcement is for the first
demonstration of the season,
which was the members'
demonstration. Some of us
would suck up our courage
and volunteer to show how
we work to the general
public.

This event could
occasionally be a bit
stressful, but there was
strength in numbers. There
also appears to be a
discussion about Marijuana
in the next column. I do not
believe that we were
involved in that issue, and
that the juxtaposition of the
article is purely coincidence,
but you never know...
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April 19, 1994

This photograph was taken by Don Young, the photographer for the Chronicle. Don's trademark
was having people point at things in his pictures. The Spring Show in 1994 was the 35th
anniversary show.
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May 23, 1994

Here are the winners from the Spring Show in 1994.
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April 17, 1998

This announcement of the 40th anniversary sale is actually a year premature. The 40th season
would be 1998 ­ 1999, not 1997 ­ 1998. The confusion about our founding date is not new.
However, an early celebration is better than no celebration at all. Cake and cookies are always
justified.
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April 24, 1998

The caption on this photograph and my deductive reasoning bring me to the conclusion that
the Spring Show in 1998 was held on April 18. In more recent years, we have been holding
the show in early May.
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October 27, 1998

We started our 40th season, 1998 ­ 1999, with the Members' Demo, where several RAA
members volunteered to demonstrate their skills in an open, roving demo. A half dozen artists
would set up at tables and easels, and the guests could wander from setup to setup, watching
the artists at work. In the photo, Don Doyle is demonstrating drawing with colored pencils.

This was the actual, true opening of the RAA 40th anniversary season.
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November 24, 1998

And here are the winners of the Fall Show of 1998.



Reading Art Association History

Copyright © Reading Art Association 201872

December 10, 1998

Here is a photo of the responsible parties for our successful Fall Show in 1998.
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April 8,9 1999

These are announcements for
the 1999 Spring Show. The
photographs are from the 1998
Spring Show since this
announcement predated the
show.

The 1999 show was the actual,
true 40th anniversary Spring
Show, although no mention of
it is made in these captions.
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April 8,9 1999

This article lists the ribbon winners in the 40th anniversary Spring Show.
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About the author.

Brian Kimerer has been a Reading Art
Association member since 1980. He has chaired
exhibits, been assistant treasurer, and for the last
17 years has been the webmaster for the
organization.

Brian draws and paints in acrylics, oils,
watercolors, and pen & ink media.

Since the turn of the century, the technology has changed for recording the history
of the RAA. We have moved on from newsprint and microfilm to the internet and
digital cameras. Since 2001, we have had a web site where many of the activities,
demonstrations, and exhibits have been documented with text and photos. For
further study of our rich history, I invite you to visit our web site.

www.ReadingArt.org

The Reading Art Association has been an active member of the cultural scene in
Reading for 60 years. Hundreds of interested artists and supporters of the arts have
worked through the years to make us a dynamic organization. We hope that the
future will be just as exciting and valuable as the past.




